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Map based on Aleksandr Dugin's 'Foundations of Geopolitics'

https://www.reddit.com/r/imaginarymaps/comments/a1do1o/a_map_based_on_plans_laid_out_in_aleksandr_dugins/Accessed 6 October 2022
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Past Parallels: World War II or World War I?

■ The rarity of military drafts in Russian and Soviet 

history

■ Putin’s evocation of the “Great Patriotic War”

■ Desertion and disarray in World War I

■ The end of empires



The Slow-Motion Collapse of Soviet Empire

■ Armageddon delayed, not averted

■ Decolonization in Russia and Eurasia in a global comparative 

context

■ How Russia can acquire territory but grow weaker and more 

isolated



The Risks of a Weakened Russia

■ A more extreme leadership

■ Increased nuclear threat

■ Expanded role for China, Iran, Turkey

■ Regional instability in the Caucasus and Central Asia

■ Mass migration

■ How will the US respond?
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Before the 2022 Russian “Special Operation”

• India prefers multipolar order

• Increased alignment with the US and the 
Quad after 2020 Chinese aggression

• But worries about US dominance

• Sought Russia/China split to help counter 
China

• Multi-alignment, rather than non-
alignment, for strategic autonomy



After the 2022 Russian “Special Operation”

• Complicates India’s multipolar vision

• Difficult increase alignment with the US
• While aligned to Russia

• Can’t abandon Russia

• History/Reciprocity/Arms dependence

• Twin goals of autonomy and security requires 
indigenizing arms manufacturing 

• Difficult to get US help while (tacitly) supporting 
Russia in war



Implications for the 
Indo-Pacific

• Cross-cutting alignments 
• Will limit the effectiveness of the counter-China 

coalition

• Limits to US-India partnership
• Historical baggage / mutual-hypocrisy 

• US-Pakistan relations

• India unlikely to accept role of junior partner

• Can the US invest in India’s growth while it 
stays (semi)aligned to Russia?
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